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			Weekly Caboose
 




		
March 18, 2011




		BREW CITY FLOOD UPDATE

	 
Due to the large rain event of July 22, 2010 the Village has been working on a three phase approach to the flooding events.  Phase 1 and 2 are almost complete which primarily involved review and assessing all the data and property surveys which were returned following the flooding issues as well as establishing some preliminary plans.  Phase 2 also included putting 4 sewer flow monitors into our system late in November of last year.  The flow monitors continue to give the Village valuable data during the winter which has established a base flow of the sewer system.  
 
This week the Village has been monitoring the flows during the spring melt off, and soon the Village will have spring rain event data to evaluate the integrity of our sewer system pipes in the ground. We are trying to evaluate to what extent rain water is leaking into our sewer pipes both as the whole system, as well as specific streets within the Village. 
 
The Village Staff and Engineering firm will compare winter flow or base flows with spring melt and rain event flows to determine how much rain water is leaking into the sewer pipes.  Once this data is available the Village Board can then begin to formulate a plan to address the issue and located the "problem" areas in the Village.  This project is part of a Village wide public and private property inflow and infiltration work which is partially funded by MMSD (Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewage District).
 
The public and private property inflow and infiltration program is only one piece of the overall puzzle of basement backup issues from last year.   Another piece has been under way over the winter which has been the complete review of the Village sewer mains and the correlation between basement back-ups and where sewer mains make 90 degree turns.  While all the data is not complete, the Village may have a few areas which may have a natural bottle neck effect during large rain events.  Keep in mind that while the entire sewer system under ground is gravity fed, factors such as velocity, flow, capacity and pitch all play a role in the system functioning properly.
 
The final piece of the Stormwater and Sewer projects has been addressing the large amount of homes which received water in their basements but not related to the sewer system backing up but rather from rain water or its official term "overland flooding".  In some cases sump pump crocks could not keep up with the volume of rain or cracks in basement walls and basement windows which allowed water in.  66% of residents who called Village Hall or turned in the survey last year had problems related to overland flooding and not sewer backups.  
 
These items are all considered property owner maintenance issues and the Village strongly encourages property owners to evaluate items this spring such as: 
         Sump pump horse power and discharge tube size
         Sump pump discharge tube length away from your home/business
         Repairing basement cracks
         Repair/replace leaking basement windows
         Evaluate your landscaping around your home to insure a proper slope away from your foundation
         Clean and repair any gutters and downspouts and make sure they drain away from your foundation (and not to your neighbors foundation)
         Make sure not to blow grass clippings into the street as they collect at the Stormwater catch basins and clog up the intake during storms.
 
While most property owners are aware of these maintenance items it is a good reminder to all of us to make sure we are ready for the next 5oo year rain storm as we seem to experience them about every third year.
 

	 



	Fourth of July Parade Help!
  

	 

	Our annual July 4th parade will be on Monday, July 4th and will again start off at 2:00 PM.  The parade will conclude at Frontier Park followed by Family fun events, music and food leading up to the fireworks at dusk.  If you are interested in lending a hand, please call Susan C. Hesselgrave at 414-840-6602.  
 



	Tree Trimming Continues

	The Department of Public Works is coming off yet another busy winter of salting and snow plowing.  With spring in the air they are continuing to prune and trim Village street trees where they left off in late 2010.  This week the DPW finished trimming Courtland and Peck Place and started Colfax Place.  Next week (weather permitting) they will finish up Colfax.  The Village hopes to have about 50% of the community owned street trees pruned by the end of this year.  Staff is planning to continue next year with about another 25% of the trees which will leave the last of the trimming for 2013.  If you have any questions or have any issues with your street tree, feel free to contact Village Hall at 262-783-2525 Ext. 1222.
 
Please check out this week's photo of the week to see the guys in action. 

	



	Photo of the Week

CLICK HERE!





	

		Tim Rhode, Village Administrator
Village of Butler
262-783-2525
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